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Brief Dewi 1pt ion 
_NEW-YORK: 


Formerly Called 


Be Macherlands. 


With the Places thereunto Adjoyning. 


Together with the 


Sitauner'o’ its Scicuation, Fertility of rhe Soyte, 
Heal:hiulnefs of the Climare, and che 
Commodities thence produced. 


ALSO 


Some DireGtions and Advice to fuch as fhall go 
thichers An Account of what Commodicies they fhall 
take with them; The Profit and Pleaiare chit 
may accrew to tiem thereby. 


LIKEFWICE 
A Brief Revarron of the Cuftoms of che 
—Indrans there. 
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ra Have here thorough the In- 








Hin {tigation of divers Perfons-in 
jie England, andelfey bere, .pre- 
=~ fented you with a Brief but 
true Relation of a known unknown 
part of America. The known pare which 
is either inhabited,or lieth near the Seay 
I have defcribed to you, and have writ 
nothing, but what I have been an eyes 
witnels to all or the orzateft part of it: 
Neither can I fafely fay, was | willing 
to exceed, but was rather willing the - 
place it felf fhould exceed my Com- 
mendation,- which I queftion not bute 
wall be owned by thofe that fhall trave] 
\ A 3 thither : 








| To theReaders 
thither: For the unknown part, which 
is ether fome places lying to the 
Northward yet undifcovered by any 
Engli/h, orthe Bowels of the earth not 
yer opened, though the Natives tell us 
of Guttering Stones, Diamonds, or 
Pearlin the one, and the ‘Dutch hath 
boafted of Gold and Silver inthe o- 
ther; yet I thall not feed-your expecta 
tion with any thing of that nature ; but 
leave it tt!l a better difcovery fhall make 


way for fuch a Relation, In the mean’ 
time acceptof this from him who defi- 
reth to deal impartially with every 


one, 


DANIEL DENTON, 


a 
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Brief Relation 


OF | 
NEWYORK 
With the Places thereunto Adjoyning, 
er formerly called : 
Tue New Nerugrvanps, &c 


we Hat Tra& of Land formerly cal 
A led The New Netherlands, dotla 
mA! teem. Containallthac Land which li- 
geet TVESE” eth inthe Nocth-parts of Ameo 
ies wey ica, betwixt New-England and 
OD Nene MéaryeLand in Virginiz, the 
wamea,ers lengthofwhich Northward in- 
to the Countrey, as it hath not been fully 
difcovered, {0 it is not certainly known. The bredth 
of icis abone two hundred miles: Tlie principal 
y Rivers within this Trac,. are Hadfons Rivers Rari# 
sax-River, and Delewerbay-River, The chief [- 
fiands are the 44; nabgsans-Mland, Long-\land, and 
StaterMand, 
A 















¢ ) ek | 
And firit to begin aunt. M wv abatans 'Mland, fo 
ealled-by the Z:.dians, it liech withindand becwixtthe 
degrees of 41, and 42, of North-latitude, and is ae" 
pout 14 miles long, andtwo broad. Iris bounded 
with Lovg-\fland on tbe South, with Stares-Ifland on 
the Weft,on the North with the Main Land:And with 
‘Cone @icut Colony on the Eaft-fide of it; only..a part 
of the Main. Land belonging to New-York Colony, 
where feveral Towns. and Villages are ferled, being 
about thirty miles in bredeh, doth intercept the Afa- : 
nabatans\fland, and the Colony of Coxetticns bee 
fore. mentioned. 9 | 
New-York i8 fetled upon the Weft-endof the ae 
forefaid Uland, having that fmall arm. of the -S 
which divides it from Zong-liland on'the South fide 
of it, which runs away Eaftward to New- Ex: land, 


and is Navigable, though dangerous. For about ten | 
miles from New York is a place called HelbGate, — 
which being anarrow paflage, there runneth a vio- 5 
Jent ftream both upon flood and ebb, and in the — . | 


middie lieth fome IMands-of Rocks, which the Cur- 
rentfets fo violently upon, chatit ehrearens prefent. . 
fhipw:ack; and upon, the. Flood is\alarge Wahirk. 
poo!, which continually fends forth a hideous roar- : 
ing, enough co -affright any {frangerfrom pafting’ =~ 
further, and co wait for fome Charonto conduct 
him thorough . ver ro chofe that are well acquainted 
lictle or no danger. yet aplace of great. detence a-. 
ga nftanyenemy coming in. that way,; which a {mali 
Fortification, would abfolurely prevent, and, necefe 
fisare chemto.come in, at che. Weft;end,:-of Leng: Iv, 
— fland by.gandy Hosk. where NisttemTland doth:torce. 
them within Command of the Forr at New. Yorks) 
which is one of che belt Pieces of Defence in che 
North-parts of America : 








(3) 

Nem: Yrk.is buile moft i Brick and Stone, and 
covered with red and black Tile,and the Lend béing 
high, it gives ata diftance a p'eafing Afp e& to the 
{fpeftators,, The Iahabitants confit molt of Englifh 
and Durch,and have a confiderable Trade with the 
Indiansfor Bevers,Otters Raccoon skins, with other 
Faurrs; As allo for BearsDeersand Elze skins 5 and are 
fupplied with Venifon and Fos lin the Winter,and 
Fifh in the Summer by the Indians; which chey 
buy at an-eafie rate; And having the Countrey 
round about chem, they are continually furnithed 
with all fuch provifions as is needfil for ‘the life of 
man 5.not only by the Exglify and Dutch within their 
own, but likewifeby the Adjacent Colonies, ~ | 


The Commodities vented from thence is Furs 
_and Skins before-mentrioned 3 As likewilé -Tobaces 
made within the Colony, as good as is ufitally nade 
jn Mary-taiid? “Allo. Hor [ess Beefy Pork,Opl 5 -Piife, 
Wheat, and thelike, oe es ee 


Loug-Mflind, the Weft-end of which lies South- 
ward of Niw-York, runs Eaftwardabove ene hun- 
‘dred miles, and is in (ome places eight, in dome 
~ ¢welve, ‘in fome fourteen miles ‘bread ;' i¢ iS tala bit- 
‘ed from one end t».the other. “Onche Weft-end is 
four or five Dutch Towas, che'reft being all Engl jh 
‘co the number of twelve, befides Villages and 
Farm houtes, The Mlind ts moft of it of a very 
good foyle,’ and-very natural forall forts of Evo. 
lifh Grain; which they fowe andhave very good im- 
crealé of, befides all other Fruits and Hérby com- 
mon in E”zlazi7, as alio Lobacé's Himp Flix yPanip- 
hie ss WM elonss & vs ¥ BOTH Au re 519 
__ The Fruics natural to the tfland, are Mul irr’. ss 
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Pofimens, Grapes great and fimall, Hfackelberries, 
Crumboriess Plums of feveral forts, Rofbcrries and 
“Strawberries, of which feft is fuch abundance in 

Fure, that the Fields and Woods are*died red: 

Which the, Countrey-people perceiving, inftanely 
armthemielves with bottles of Wine, Cream, and. 

Sugar, ndinfte:dof aCozt of Male, every one 

takes a Female upon his Horfe behind him, and fo | 
rufhing violeatly into the ficlds, never leave till a 
they have difrob'd them of their red colours, and : 
turned them into the old habic, 7 


oF Bik eae 

“The greateft pare of the Tland is very. fill of 

Timber,as Oaks white.and red, Walnut-trees, Chef- 

nut-trees, which yield ftore of Maft for Swine, and 

are ofcen therewith fufficiently facced with Oat- 
Corn: asalfo Maples, Cedars, Saxifrage, Beach, 4 
Birch, Holly, Hazel, with many forts more, q 


The Herbs which che Countrey naturally afford, | 
are Purflain, white Orage, Egrimony, Violets,Pen- 4 
niroyal, Alicampane, befides Saxaparilla very com- 3 
mon, with many more. Yea, in May you fhall fee the AN 
Woods and Fields fo curioufly bedecke with Rofes, : 
and aninnumerab!e multitude of delightful Flow- | 
ergs, not only pleafing the eye, but fmell, that you 
may behold Nature contending with Art, and itri. 
ving coequal, if not excel many Gardens in Eng- 

“dan d: nay, did we know the vercue of al! thofe Plants : 
and Herbs growing there. (which time may more 
difeover) many are of opinion, andthe Natives do. 

- affirm, that there is. no difeafe common tothe Coun- 
trey, bucmay be cured without Materials from o- 
ther Nations, 9 


There is feyeral Navigable Rivers and Bays,which 
| puts 
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ce . 5 
putsinto the Northefide or Long-Wan4, bue upon 
the South-fide which joyns to the Sea, it isfo forti- | 
fied with bars of laudsand fholes, that ic is a fuffie 
Cient detence again{t any enemy, yet the South-fide 
is noc without Brooks and Riverets, which ‘empty 
themfe!vesinto the Sea , yea, you fhall (cas‘ce cravel 
amit, bur youthall meet with one of them whofe 


_Ch ifta’ ft eams run fo fwift, that they purge chem- 


— 


fel-e. of fuch fiinking mud aad filth, which the itand- 

ing ot low paced'tireams of moft brooks znd rivers 

weftward «f this Colony leave lying, and ‘areby 

the Sun. exna ation diflipated, the Air corrupted, 

and many Fevers and other caempers occafioned, 

not incident to this Colony : Neither do the Brooks 

and Riverets premiicd, eive way to the Froft tn - 
Winters. or draught in Simmer, but keep their 

courte througaout the year. 


Thefe Rivers are very well furnithed with Fifh, 
as Bofle, Sheepfheads, Piace, Pearch, Trouts, Eels, 
Turcties, and divers others. | , 


Theifland is plencifully Gored with all forts of 
Englifs Cariel, Hories, Hogs, Sheep, Goats, &c: 
in the North of Am rica better, whica chey 


no place 1 
can both raie and m:intain, by. reafon of the large 
hes wherewith ic 1s 


and {pacious Medo* or Mare 
fiurnifhed, the Ifland likewale producing excellent 
Enziih gral, ereieed of which was brought our of 
E giana, © which they fometime mow cwice @ 


“year. 


- Fer wilde Beafts there is Deer, Bear, Wolves, 


Foxes, tracoons, Otters, Mufquathes and <konks. 
Wild Fowl thee 1s great fore of, as Turkies,Heati- 


Hens, ,Quailes,Parcridges, Pee Cranes, © ate 
ski bak o 
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of {evera| forts, Brants, Ducks, Widgeon, Teal,and 


divers otaers 3 There is alfo the red Bird, with di-- 


vers forts of fingiag birds, whofe chirping notes fa- 


Jace che ears of Travellers with anharmonious dif-_ 


cord, and in every pond and brook green filken 
Frogs, who warbling forth their untund tunes 
{rive to bear a part in this mufick, | si 


Towards the middle of Tavg-Tlind lyetha plain’ 


fixteen miles long and four broad, upon which 


plain grows very fine gra&, that makes exceeding 
good Hay, and is very good pafture for fheep or o- 
ther Cattel; where you {hall find neither ftick nor 
ftone to hinder the Horfe heels, or endanger them 
in their Races,and once a year the beft Horfes in the 
Ifland are brought hither to ery their fwiftnefs, and 
the (wift.ft rewarded with a filver Cup, two being: 
Annually procured for that purpofe.- There aretwo 
or three other {mal plains of about a mile fquare, 
which areno {mall benefit to thofe Towns which 
enjoy them. : 


Upon the South-fide of Long-Wlandin the Win-. 
ter, lie ftoreof Whales and Crampaffes, which the 
inhabitants begin with fmall boats to make a trade 
Catching to theirno {mall benefit. Alfo an innu_ 
merable multitude of Seals, whichmake an excel. 
lent oyte; they lie all the Winter upon fome broken 
Marlhes and Beaches, or bars of fand before-menti- 


oned, and might be eafily got-were there fome skilful 


men would undertake it, 


Te fay fompeting of the Indians, there is mow but 
few upon.the Ifland, and thofe few no ways hurtful 
buc rather ferviceable co the Englifh, and it is to be 


admired, how ftrangely they have ‘deercaft. by che - 


Hand. 
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Hand of God, fince the es firft fecling of thofe 
parts, for fince my time, where there we.e fix 
towns, they are reduced co two {mall Villages, and, 
ithach been generally obferved, that where the 
Exzlifh come to fettle, a Divine Hand makes way 
for them, by removing or cutting off the Indians, 
either by Wars one withthe other, or by {-me ra- 
gingmortal Difeafe. 

They live principally by Hunting, Foewling, and 
Fifhing : their Wives being the Husbandmen to tall 
the Land, and plant their corn. 


The meat they live moft upon is Fifth, Fowl, and 
Venifon; they eat likewife Polecats,Skunks, Racoon, 
Poffum; Turtles, and the like. 

They buildfmall moveable Tents, which they re- 
move two or three times’ a year, having their pria- 
cipal quarcers where they plane their Cora: chear 
Hunting quarters, and cheir Fifhing quarters: Their 
Recreations are chiefly Foot-ball and Cards, .at 
which they will play away-al-they have, excep ting a 
Flap co cover their nakedne‘s : They are great lo- 
vers of ftrongdrink, yet do-noc care for drinking, 
unle(s they have enough to make chem(felves drunk ; 
and if there befo many in their Company, chat there 
*< not (ufficient to make themal] drunk, they uiually 
(ele& fo many-ouc of their Company, proportiona bie 
to the quantity of drink, and the reft muft be Spe- 
Gators. And if any one chance to be drunk be- 
fore he hithfinifht his proportion, (whic is ordi 
nirily a quartof Brandy, Rum ort StrcnZ-waters) 
the ref will pour che reft of his part. down his 
throat, : 


They 
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~ They often kill one vice vat thefe> drunken 
Matches, which chefriends of the murdered: perfon, 
do revenge uponthe Murderer unlefs he purchale 
his life with money, whica they fometimes, do <= 
Their money is made of a Periwinkle fhell of which. 
there is black and white, made muca like unte 
beads, and put upon ftrings. : ein 


For their worfhip whichis diabolical, itis per- | 
formed uiually but once or twice a year, urlefs up. : 
on fome extraordinary Occafion, 2s upon making of | 
War or the lik. ; taeirufual time is about Aficha- 
elmaf?y when toeir corn isfirft ripe, the day being 
appointed by their chief Prieft-or pawaw,; moft of 
them go a hunting for vention: When-chey are all 
cong: egated, their priefi rells chemif he want mo- 

ev there God will accept of no orher offering, waich ; 
the people beleeving, every one gives money accord. 
ing co rheir avilicy.. The piieft takes the money, 
and purcingic into ome difhesy fecs chem upon the — 
top of their jow flat-roofed houles, and fails to in. 
vocating cheir Cod-to come and receiveit, which 
with a many loud dallows and Outcries, knocking the , 
ground wich fticks; and beating themfelves, is pers 
forired by the prieft, and feconded by che people. 


After chey have thus a while wearied themfelves, 
the prieft by his Conjuration brings in a devil a- 
mongft chem, in the fhape fometimes of. a fowl,fome- 
times ofs beall, and fomcimes of aman, at which 
the people being amazed, nor daring tofar, heim- 
proves theopportunity, ftepsouc, andmakes tire. 
of the money, and chen rerurns to lay che‘pirit, 
whoin the mean time is fometimes gone, and takes 
fome of the “ompany along wich him: but of any. 
Eazlih at (uch times do come amongit them, it puts 

| a pe- 























| "@) :. 
- @ period to their proceediag, and they will detre 
their abfence, telling them their God will not come 
whilft they are there. | 


In. their wars they fight no pircht fields, bue 
when they have morice ofan enemies approach, they 
endeavor to fecure their wivesand children upon 
fome I{land, or infome thick fwamp, and then with 
their guns and hatchets they. way-lay their enemies, 
fome lying behind one, fome another, and ic is a 
great fight where feven or eight is {lain. 


When any Tudian dies amongft them, they bu« 
ry him upright, ‘fittiag upon a feat, with his 


Gun, money, andiuch goods as he hath with him, . 


that hemay be furnifhedin theother world, which 
they conceive is Wefiward, where they fhall have 
great ftore of Game for Hunting and live eafie 
lives, At his Burial his nearelt Relations attend 
the Hearfe with their faces painted black, and do 
vifit the graveonce or twice a day, where chey fend 
forth fad lamentations fo long,. till time hath wore 
the blackne(ls off their faces, and afterwards every 
year once they view the grave, make a new mourn- 
ing for him, trimming«up of the Grave, not fuf- 
fering of a .Grafsto grow byit: they fesce cheir 
graves witha hedge, and cover the tops with Mats, 
to fhelter-them from therain, 


Any Izdian being dead, . his Name dies with him,, 
no perfon daring ever afte; to mention his Name, it 
being net only a breach of theirLaw, butan abuie 
to his frieads and relations prefent, as if it were 
done on purpofeto renew their grief: And any o- 
ther perfon whatfoever that 1s named after that 
mame doth incontinently change his name, ae 

takes 
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takes a new one, their aot are not~ proper fee 4 
names as among {tChriftians, but every one invents 
a name to himfelf, which he likes beft, Some calling 
themfelves Ra tle-(nakv, Skunk, Backs-horn, ov the. 
like: Andifa perfondie, that his name is fome word — 
which is ufed in fpeech, they likewife change that 
word, and invent fome new one, which makes a. 
great change and alteration in their language. 
When any perfon isfick, after fome means ufed by : 
hisfriends , every one pretending skill in Phyfick, © 
that proving ineffedual, they fend for a Pawawor 
Prielt, who fitting down by the fick perfon, without 
the Jeaft enquiry after the diftemper, waits for a: 
gift, which he proportions his work accordingly to: 
that being received, he firft begins witha low voice | 
to-callupon his God, calling. fometimes upon one, . 
fometimes on another, raifing his voice higher and — 
higher, beating of his naked breafts and fides, till che 
{weat runneth down, and his breathis almoft gone, 
then that Jittle which is remaining, -he evaporates 
upon the face of the fick perfon three or four times 
together, and fo takes his leave, erat: 
Their Marriages are performed without any Ce- 
remony, the Match being firft made by money, The 
{um being agreed upon and given to the ‘woman, it 
makes a confummation of their Marriage, if I may 
focallit: After that, he keeps her during his plea- 
fure,and upon the leaft diflike turns her away and 
takes another: Itis no offence for their married ~ 
women to lie with another man, provided fhe ac- 
quaint her husband, or fome of her ‘neareft Relati- 
Ons withit, butif not, itisaccounted fuch'a fault 
that they fometimes punifhie with death: © An Jn. 
dian may have two wives or more if he pleafe ; ‘but 
tis notfomuch in ufe as it was fince the Exglify 
came among{t them: they being ready in fome mea- 
fure 








rd 
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- fare to imitate the Exgiife in things both good an]. 


bad: any Maid before fhe is married doth fie wir’ 
‘whom the pleafe for money, without any feandal, or 
the leaft afperfion to be caft uponher, ic being fo cu- 


ftomary, and their laws tolerating of it, They are . 


‘extraordinary charitable one to another, one having 
nothing to {pare, but he freely imparts it; to his 
friends, and whatfoever they get by gaming or any 
other way, they fhare one to another, Jeaving them- 
felves commonly the leaft fhare. 
> At their Cantica’s or dancing Matches, where al! 
perfons chat comearefreely entertaind, it being a 
Feftival time: Theircuftom is when they dance, e~ 
very one but. the Dancers to jhave a fhort ftick in 
their hand, and to knock the groundand fing alre- 
gether, whilft they that dance fometimes ad war- 
like poftures, and then they come in painted for War 
with their faces biack and red, or fome a! black,fome 
alfred, with fome ftreaks of white under their eyes, 
and fo jump and leap up and.down without any or- 
der, uctering many expreffions of their intended va- 
Jour. For other Dances they only thew what Antick 
tricks their ignorance will lead them to, wringing of 
their bodies and faces after a ftrange manner, fome- 
times jumping inco the fire, fomerimes catching up a 
Fire-brand, and biting off a live coal, with many fuch 
trieks, that will affright, if not pleafe an Exg/%. man 
to look upon them, refembling rather a company of 
irfernal Furies thenmen. Whencheir King or Sa 
chem fits in Council, hehath a Compiny of armed 
men to guard his Perfon, great re{pe&t being ‘| ew- 
en him by the People, which is principally manifefted 
by their filence: After he hath declared the cauie 
of their convention, hedemands their opicion, or- 
dering who thal! begin: The perfon o-dered co {peak, 


~ after he hath declared his minde, tells them he hath 
ee Cc done: 
































ne 





(12) 


done $ no Man ever interrupting any perfon in lis 
{peech, nor offering to {peak, neue he make e~, 
- yer fo niany or long ftops, till he fa 

~ more to fay >. the Council having all deelar’d their 


ys he hath no 


6 


opinions, pot afterfome paufe gives the defi. 
nitive fentence, whichis commonly feconded wich 


afhoue from che people, every oneleeming to ap. 


plaud, and manifei their Affent to wht is determi. - 
ned? If any yerfon be condemned to die, whichig 
feidom, unlefs foc Mu: der or Inceft, the King. hint 
(elf goes out in perfon-Cor you mutt underftand they 
haveno prifons, andthe guilty peon-flies into the 
Woods) where they go inquett of him, and-having 
foundhim, the King fhoots firft, chougtat never: 
fiich adiftance, and:taen happy is che man can fheoe 
monly wear, who for his painsismade fome Cap= 
tain, or other miltcary Officer, vik 
‘Their Cioathing is a yaed-and aw half of bread’ 
Cloth, which is madefor the Iidém Trade, which 
they hang upon their fhoulders , and half a yard--of 


the fame cloth, which being puc: betwixe-their legs, _ 


and bsonght up before and behinde, amd tied with 
a Girdle about their middie, hangs with a flapon 
ecca fide: They wear no Hats, bue commonly 
wear about their Herds a Saake’s skin, ora Bele of 
their money, of a kind of a Ruff made wich Deers 
hair, and died of a {carlet.eolour, which they efteem 
very riche ‘ 7 sical 
They greafe their bodies and hair very often, and. 
paint cheir faces wich feveral colours, as black, 
white, red, yellow, blew,8&c- which they take great 
pride in, everyonebeing painted ina feveral man- 


nev: Thus much. for the Cuftoms. of the Ine 
: GiBNss : ; q re 
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_, . Within-two, Leagues S New-York lieth $taten- 
Ifland, ic bears from New York, Weft fomething 
Southerly: Yt is about twenty miles long, and 
four or five broad; itis moftof ic very good Land, 
full of Timber, and producech all {uch commodities 
as Long-Iflend doth, befides Tin and ftore of Iron 
Oar, and the Calamine ftone is faid likewife tobe 
found there: Tiere is buc one Town upon it con- 
filting of Engli’) and Frenchy butis capable of en- 
tei caning move inhabitants: betwixt this andLong 


Iftend is a large Bay, and 1s the comingin for all ~ 


fhips and veffels out of theSea: On tie North-fide 
of chis Mland Afrer-:&«l/ River puts into the main 
Lend on the Weft-fide, whereof is two or three 
Towns, buc.on the Eaf-fide buc one. There is ve- 
ry great Marfhes or Medows on beth fides of ic, ex- 
cellent good Lind, and good convenience for the fet- 
ling of ieveral Towas; chere grows black Walnuc 
and Locuft; as their doth ia Virgsié2, with, mighey 
tall fweight Timber, as good as any in the North 
of America: Ie produceta any Commoditie Long- 
Ifland doth. - : ; 

7. Hudfons River runs by N: w-Lork Northward in- 
to the. Countrey, toward the Hea! of which is feat- 
ed Niw-Alianyya plice of great Trade with che In- 
diavs, betwixe whichand New-York» being above 
ene hundred miies, is as good Corn-land as che 
Wovld affords, enough to entertain Hundreds of 
Families, which in the time of the. Dutch-Gove'n- 

_menat of thole parts could not be fetled: For 
the Indians , . excepting. one, place, calied rhe 
S'ters,which was kept: by aGarriion, but tince che 
redicement of thofe parts under Fis Ma eftics 
Obedience, and a Parent granted to his Rayai High= 
nels the Pake of Yr2, *bich is about fix. years § 
firice by the careand diligenc: of che Honourable 

oe tans Coll, 
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Coll, Niehodl’s fene thither Deputy to His: Highnefs, .. 
fuch a Leagueof Peacewas made, and Friendthip. 
concludsd betwixe that Colony and the Is dans that 
they have not. refilted or difturbed any Chriftians 
there, inthe fetling or peaceable poffefling of any. 
Lands with that Government, but every man hath 
fate under his own Vine, and hah peacea ly reaper 
and enjoyed the fruits of theirown labours, ~whiel: 
God continue: ~ Sa Fall aay 

Weftward of Afier-Kall River. befoie-menationed, ! 
about 18 or 20 miles runs in Raritan-River North- . 
ward into the Countrey, fome {core of miles, both. 
fides of whieh Riveris adorn’d with f{pacious Me- 
dows, enongh ro: maintain thoufsnds, of Cattel,the- 
Woed-land is likewife very good for corn; and.fior’d 
wich wilde Beafts, as Deer, and Elks,and au inaume-. 
rable multitude of Fowl, as in other. parts of the: 
Countrey: This River is thought very capable for. 
the ercCting of teveral Towns and Villages oa each 
fide of it, no plaeeinthe Norchof America having: 
better convenience for the maintaining of all (orts of 
Cattel for Winter and Summer-food : upom this Ri- 
ver isnocown fetled,* but one atthe mouth of it, 
Next this River Weftward is aplacecalled Newe 
afous, Where is two-orthree Towns aad Villages. 
fetled upon the Sea-fide, butnone betwixt that and 
Delewer Bay, which is about fixcy miles, all. which is 
_arich Champgin Countrey, free from ftones, and 

indifferent level; ftore of excellent good tinber,and 
very well watered, having brooks or rivers ordinari~ 
Jy, oneor More in every miles travel : . The Coun- 
trey is fullof Deer," Elks, Bear, and other Creas 
tures, aS in other parts of the Countrey,. where you. 
ial] meet with no inhabitant in this journey, but a. 
few Indians, where there is ftately Oaks,. whole, 
broad-branched-tops ferve for no other ule, Pane 
TP ese ioees ORS ak cep 
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keep offche Suns heat from the wilde Bests of ‘the 
Wilderne(s, where is graf as high as a mans middie; 
thatferves for no otherend except to maintain the 
Elks and Deer, who neverdevour a huudredth part’ 
of ic, thenito be burnt every Spring to make way 
firnew. How many. poor people in the world 
would think chemfelves happy, had they an Acre or 
two of Land, whilfthere is hundreds, nay thoufinds 
of Acres, chat would invite inhabitawts3. 

Delewerbay the mouth of the River, lyerh abou 
the Mid-way betwixt Niw-7%k and the Capes of 
Virginia: Te its avery pleafant River andCountrey, 
bue very f won abitants, and them being moftly 
Swedesy Datchand Finns: about fixcy miles up 
the River is the principal. Town called N.w-Caffles 
which is about 40 miles from Afsry-lazd, and very 
good way totravel, either with horfe or foot, the 
people are fetled all along the wef fide fixty miles z= 
bove New-Caftle, the land is good for all forts of 
Englifb grain, ‘and waateth nothing but a good! 
people to populace it, 1¢ being, capable of enter- 
taining many hundred families, 

Some may admire, that thefe great and rich 
Tra&s of lands lying foadjoyning to New-EygJ ind. 
and rginéazy fhould be ao‘ eter in abived, andthat 
the richnefs of the foyle, the healchfulne © of rhe: 
Climate, and the like, fhould be nobetter a mow 
tiveto induce people from both places to popu- 
[te it. 11 vise 

To which I aniwer, that whilft ir was under the 


Dutch Government,which hath been till within thefe. 


fix years 5 there was little encouragement for any 
Exglifh, bothin relped of their fafery from che In 
dans, the Dutch being almoft always in danger of 
them, and their Bewer-trade not admicting of a 
War, which would have been deftruGive-ro ars 

craae, 
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rade, which was the main thing profecuted by the | 


Durch, And (eeondly, che Durch gave fuch bad - 
Titles to Lands, cogether with their exacting of the 
Teaths of all which men-produced off their Land, | 


that didmuch hinder che populating of it; together 


with that general diflike the Englif) have ot living 
under another Government; but fince the redice 
ment of it there is feveral Towns of a Confiderable 
greatnels begun and fecled by people outof News _ 
England, and every day moreand moie come to. 
viewandfette, = © : ae 


~. To givefome fatisfa&ion to people that fhall be 


defirous to tran{port them.elves chither, (the Coun- 
trey being capable of entertaining many thoufands,) 
how and afcer what maaner people lve, and how * 


g Laed may be procured, &c. \fhall anfwer, that che 


ulual way, is fora Company of people.to joyn tos 
together, either enough to make a. Town, ora lef. 
fer number; Thee go with the confent of the Go 
vernor, and viewa Trad of Land, there being choice 
enough, and finding’a place convenient fora Town, 
they return to the Govyernour, who upon their de- 
fire admitsthem taco the Colony, and gives them 
a Grane or Patent for the faid Land, for themfelves 
and Affociates. Thefe perions being thus: qualific. 
ed, .etcle the.place, and take in what inhabitants to. 
theme ves they fhall fee cauie to admit of, till their 
Townbe falls chefe Affociates thus taken in have 
equal priviledges wich chemlelves, and they make“a 
divition of the | and fuicable’to every mins occaflons, 


‘no-M..n being debarr’d of ‘uch quantities as he hath 


eccalion for, the reii chey. let lie in commion tii). they 


have occafion for a new divifion, never dividing 


thei: Pa‘ure-land at all, which lie: in cemmon co 
the whole Towa. The bet Conmmedities for any 
cocarry with them isClothing, theCcuntiey being 

full 
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full of all fores of sites which they may furnifh 
_ ghemfelves wile tt an eafie rate, for any forts of 
Exglifh Goods ;'as likewife Inftruments for Husban- 
dry and Building, wich Nail¢, Hinges. Glals, and the 
likes For the manner how they get a livelifiood, ‘ie 
is principally by Corn:and Cattel, which will there 
ferch: themany Commodities; likewile they (owe. 
fiore of Flaw, which they make every one Cloth of 
for their own Wearing, a8-alfo woollen Cloth, arid 
Liniey- woolfey, and had theymore Tradefmen a- 
mongtt chem, they would in a litele cime live with* 
our tie help of any other Conmntrey for their 
Clothing ; For Tradefimen there is notte but 
live happily chere, as Carpenters, Blackitnichss 
Matons, Tailors , Weavers, Shoomakers, ‘Tan- 
hers, Brickmakers, and {0 any other Trade 5 them 
that have no Trade beeake themfelves to Huse 
-bandry, get Land of their owa, and live exceeds 
ing well. | | 


Thus have T briefly gives” you a Relation of 
New>Torks withthe places thereunto adjoyning ; 
In-which, if P have ers’d, it is principally it not 
giving ic ics due commendation, for befides 
thoie earthly bleflings where it is fod, Heiven 
hath not been wanting to open his Treafure, in 
fendine down feaonable (howres upon the Eareh, 
blefling it wiei- a: {weee and pleafant Air, | and 
a Contintation of fuch Anfluences as tend to 
che Healch boch of Man and Beaft: and the’ 
Climate harh fuch an affinicy with that of Eng- 
land, that ic breeds ordinarily no alteration to 
thole which remove thither} that the natne 
of feafoning, ‘which “is common to fome: other 
Countreys-hath never: there been known; That I 
may. fay, and fay: truly. chat af there be any 
bs : | : | terreftrial : 
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-cerreftrial happisiefs to be had by people of all ranks, 


-tefuraifh che Countrey witaalliorts of wiide Beats 





efpecially,of an inferior rank,. it muft- certainly: be 
here: here any one may furnifa himieif wich land, 
and live rent-free, yea, wich: fuch a quancity of 
Mand, chat be may weary him(elf with walking over 
his ficldsof Corn, and allforts ofGrein ; and (et his 
Gock of Catt:lamountto fome hundreds, he needs 
mot fear their want of pafture inthe Summer, or 
Fedder in the Winter, the Woods affording fuffici- 
ent {upply. For the Summer-feafon, where you 
have graf; as high as\a mansknees, Be as: high as 
his wifte, incerlaced with Pea:vines and other weeds 
that Cartel much delig tim, asmuch as aman can 
prefs thorough 5 end thefe woods alfo every mile or 
halfsmile ave furnifhed with freth pends, brooks, 
orvivers, where ali forts of Cattel, during che heat 
of theday, do quench their thirftand cool them. 
felves; thefe brooks and rivers being invironed of 
each fide with feveral forts of trees andGrape-vines, 
the Vines, Arbor-like, inrerchanging places and croft. 
fing thele rivers, does. fhade and thelcer them from_ 
the fcorching beams of Sols fiery influence ; Here 
thofe which Fortune hath frowa’d uponin ngland, 
to deny them an inheritance amongft their Brethren, 


‘or fuch: as by their ue mojt labors can {carcely pro. 


cure a living, I fay {uch may procure bere: iaheric. 
ances of lands and poficflions. {tock chemieives with 
all forts of Cactel, enjoy che benefit of chem whilt 
they live, and leave chem co the benefit of their cuile 
dren when they die : Here youneed no: trouble the 
Shambles for meat, nor B:kers and Brewers for Beer 
and Bread, nor rua toa Linven+. raper fora tiuppiy; 
every one making their own Linnen,and a gre epae 
ef their woollen-cloth for their ordinary wealiag; 
And how prodigal, if Imay (ofay, hach Nature been 


and 








stock a Witulan a MaRS TOE Wheat gear 
‘and Fowle, ‘which every one Hath anintereft in, and 
“may hunt'at his pleafare, where, /beftdes' the plea- 
fure in hunting, . he’ may furnifh his houfe with ex- 
cellent fat Venifon, Turkies, Geefe, ‘Heath-Hens, 
‘Cranes, Swans, Ducks, Pidgeons, .and the like: 
and wearied with that, he may goa Fifh ng, where 
the Rivers are fo furnifhed, thar he may fupply him- 
felf with Fith before he can leave off che Recreation : 
“Where you may travel by Land upon the fame Con- 
tinent hundreds of miles, and paffe thorough Towns 
and Villages, and never hear the !ea{t complaint for 
want, nor hear any ask you for a farthing: there 
you may lodge ia the fields and woods,“ travel from 
one end of the Countrey to another, wich as mich 
fecurity as ifyou were lockt within your o'vn Chain- 
ber, And if you chance to meet with an Jectan- 
Town, they fhall give youthe beft entertainment 
they have, and upon your defire, direct you on your 
way: Butthat which adds happinefs to all the reft, 
is the He :Ithfulne{s of the place, where many people 
in twenty years time never know what ficknefs 1s ; 
where they look uponitas a great mortality if two 
or threé die ontof atownina years time, where 
befides the fweetnefs of the Air, the Countrey it felf 
fends forth fucha fragrant fmell, chat it may be per- 
ceived at Sea beforethey can make the Land : _ where 
no evil fog or vapour doth no fooner appear, but a 
- North-weft or, Wefterly winde doch immediately dif- 
folve it, and drive it away : What fhilll fay more ? 
you fhall fearce fee ahoufe, but the South-fide is be- 
girt with. Hives of Bees, which increafe after an in- 
credible manner: That I mnft needs fay, that if there 
be any terre(trial Canaan, ‘tis furely bere, where the 
Land flowech with milkand honey, The inhabitants 
are bleft with Peace and plenty,bleTed in their Coun- 
trey, bleffed in Date ‘bleffed’ in the ae of 
- tps their 
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their bodies, in the fruit of their grounds, in the 
increalaet their Cattel; Horfes and Sheep, bleffed in 


asket, andincheir Store, Ina word, blef- 
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their 
fed in whatfoever they take inhand, or go about,the 
Earth yieldieg plentiful increafe to all cheir painful 
Jabours, .. — Tiere Ea | eee 
Were it not to avoid prolixity I could fay a great 
deal more, and yer fay too little, how free are thofe 
parcs of the world from thac. pride and oppreffion, 
with their miferable effects, which many, nay al. 
moft all parts of the world are troubled, with being — 
ignorant of that pomp and bravery which afpiring 
Humours are fervants co, and ftriving after almoft e- _ 
very where: where a Waggon or Cart gives as good 
content asa Coach; and a piece of cheir home-made 
Cloth, better thenthe fineft Lawns or richeft Silks : 
and though their low-roofed houfes may feem to fhut 
their doors againft pride and luxury, yet how do 
they ftand wide open to fet charity in and out, either 
to affift.each other, or relievea ftranger, andthe di- 
{tance of place from other Nations, doth fecure them 
fromthe envious frowns of ill-affected Neighbours, 
and the troubles which ufually arife thence. — 


Now to.conclude, its poffib'e fome may fay, what 
needsa Relacion of a place o fo long ftanding as 
N.w-Yok hath been? In anfwer to which I have 
fid fomething before, asco fatisfie the defires of 
many that never had any Relation of it. Secondly, 
though ic hach beenlong fetled, yet but lately reduced 
to his Majefties obedience, and by that means but 
new or unkro.vn.to the Engl; Elfe certainly chofe 
great number of Furs, that. have.been lately tranf- 
porced from thence into Hedland had. never paft the 
bands of our Exgdi/p Furriers: Thirdly, never.any 
Relation before was publifhed to my knowledge, acd 

“tne 
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the place being capable of entertaining fo great a 
number of inhabitants, where they may with Gods 
blefling, and their owninduftry, live as happily as 
any peopleintheworld. A true Relation was ne= 
ceffary, not only for the encouragement of many 
that have a defire to remove themfelves, but for the 
pctiacion of others that would make a trade thi- 
ther. 





The Accurate Accomptant or London Merchant , 
Containing an Analyfis for Inftrv ions and Direéts- 
ons for a Methodical ke ping Merchants Accompts, 
by way of Debitor ana Creditor, very #fefulsor all 
Merchants or others, that dejire tolearn or teach tbe 
Escaft. Method of keeping Merchants Accompts, 47 

. Thomas Brown Accomprant; To be fold by John. 
Hancock, at the firft fhop in Popes Head Alley,ae 
she fign of the Three Bibles in Cornhil, 1670. 
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